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I am pleased that this designation 
will acknowledge the lifelong service of 
Scipio A. Jones as a civic leader, tal-
ented lawyer, skillful jurist and civil 
rights leader and for his remarkable 
courage and notable contributions to 
the advancement of social justice. 

I would like to thank Chairman WAX-
MAN of the Oversight and Government 
Reform Committee for bringing H.R. 
433 to the floor, and Denise Wilson of 
that committee for assistance in mov-
ing it forward. I also thank Represent-
ative LYNCH and Representative SHAYS 
for the kind words they offered during 
debate on the bill today, as well as 
James Savage, of my staff, for his work 
on this legislation. 

f 

A RESPONSIBLE EXIT STRATEGY 
IN IRAQ 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under a 
previous order of the House, the gen-
tleman from Maine (Mr. ALLEN) is rec-
ognized for 5 minutes. 

Mr. ALLEN. Madam Speaker, our 
country faces great challenges: energy 
independence, global warming, eco-
nomic competitiveness, health care, 
and widening income inequality. But 
when I visit with people in Maine, the 
first issue they bring up is Iraq. 

We cannot address our other pressing 
issues unless we solve our most urgent 
problem: Iraq. We cannot make many 
needed investments in our future until 
we put our involvement in Iraq in the 
past. The war in Iraq is straining our 
military and compromising our ability 
to address vital priorities like global 
terrorism and nuclear proliferation. It 
is diverting attention from dealing 
with Iran, North Korea, and Afghani-
stan. Since the President will not, Con-
gress must lead to force Iraqis to take 
responsibility for their own security by 
directing an orderly redeployment of 
troops and promoting a political solu-
tion in Iraq with a focus on transition 
to Iraqi control. 

Recent experience shows that the 
U.S. must impose deadlines with con-
sequences so that Iraqi leaders will be 
compelled to take responsibility. An 
unending U.S. military presence in Iraq 
creates a climate of dependency that 
undermines the goal of having the Iraqi 
Government control internal security. 

There is a growing consensus that 
only a political solution, not a military 
one, will address the sectarian conflict 
in Iraq. Yet President Bush has re-
jected the wisdom of military com-
manders, the Iraq Study Group, and 
the voters by choosing to send more 
troops into the crossfire of a sectarian 
civil war. If the President won’t pro-
vide an exit strategy, Congress must 
take the lead in ending the war. 

To achieve this goal, I have cospon-
sored H.R. 645, a bill introduced by 
Representatives DAVID PRICE and BRAD 
MILLER. The bill would, by December 
31, 2007, terminate the authorization 
for military operations in Iraq that 
passed, over my objection, in 2002. 

The original mission Congress au-
thorized, eliminating weapons of mass 
destruction and ousting Saddam Hus-
sein, is no longer operative. If the 
President wants U.S. troops in Iraq be-
yond the end of this year, he should 
justify his plans and seek new approval 
from Congress. I am confident that the 
new Congress will not give the Presi-
dent a blank check, as the congres-
sional majority wrongly did in 2002. 

H.R. 645 also requires the President 
to submit a plan and timetable for 
phasing out troop deployments by De-
cember 31, 2007. It declares that U.S. 
policy is to withdraw forces in order to 
transfer responsibility to Iraqis; pro-
hibits funding for permanent U.S. 
bases; authorizes employment, democ-
racy, and governance programs; and 
creates a special envoy for Iraq re-
gional security. 

America’s servicemen and -women in 
Iraq have served with skill, determina-
tion, and courage. We owe them and 
their families our gratitude and our 
unwavering support. Our legislation 
does not cut off funds for armor and 
protective equipment still needed by 
our troops in the war zone. 

No exit strategy will succeed unless 
it has broad public support. I support 
H.R. 645 as a responsible approach to 
ending the war by focusing on U.S. pol-
icy and on the now outdated congres-
sional authorization for the use of 
force. Citizens deserve to know where 
their elected officials stand on the war 
and not just on the escalation. I have 
let my constituents in Maine know 
where I stand and how I believe Con-
gress should take a long overdue lead-
ership role in ending this war. 

f 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under a 
previous order of the House, the gen-
tleman from Oregon (Mr. DEFAZIO) is 
recognized for 5 minutes. 

(Mr. DEFAZIO addressed the House. 
His remarks will appear hereafter in 
the Extensions of Remarks.) 

f 

SUPPORT NATIONAL BLACK HIV/ 
AIDS AWARENESS DAY 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under a 
previous order of the House, the gen-
tleman from Texas (Mr. AL GREEN) is 
recognized for 5 minutes. 

Mr. AL GREEN of Texas. Madam 
Speaker, I would like to thank the 
Honorable BARBARA LEE for intro-
ducing the National Black HIV/AIDS 
Awareness Day resolution. I also thank 
the 396 Members who voted in support 
of this resolution in a true spirit of bi-
partisanship. 

And I ask the question, why is it im-
portant to support National Black HIV/ 
AIDS Awareness? Why? Because as of 
2005, 188,000 African Americans were 
living with AIDS. Why? Because Afri-
can Americans are 12 percent of the 
population and over 50 percent of the 
new cases diagnosed. Why is it impor-
tant? Because for African Americans, 
HIV/AIDS is a leading cause of death. 

Why is it important, Madam Speaker? 
Because AIDS is the number one cause 
of death for African American women 
25 to 34. 

However, Madam Speaker, notwith-
standing the impending crisis, I am 
hopeful. I am hopeful that we will allo-
cate more funds, more funds for medi-
cation, because this disease can be 
treated. More funds for counseling be-
cause this disease can be prevented. 
More funds for research because this 
disease can be cured. And, Madam 
Speaker, I believe that we must end 
AIDS because it has the potential to be 
our end. 

f 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under a 
previous order of the House, the gentle-
woman from the District of Columbia 
(Ms. NORTON) is recognized for 5 min-
utes. 

(Ms. NORTON addressed the House. 
Her remarks will appear hereafter in 
the Extensions of Remarks.) 

f 

CEDAW 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under a 
previous order of the House, the gentle-
woman from New York (Mrs. MALONEY) 
is recognized for 5 minutes. 

Mrs. MALONEY of New York. Madam 
Speaker, it is time that the U.S. ratify 
the Convention on the Elimination of 
All Forms of Discrimination against 
Women, or CEDAW. 

The treaty has been in force since 
1981 and has been ratified by 185 coun-
tries; 185 countries cannot be wrong, 
and they include such countries as 
Saudi Arabia, Rwanda, Nigeria, and 
Pakistan. The U.S. stands out as the 
only Western country that has not 
ratified the treaty and, in doing so, 
keeps company with Iran, Sudan, and 
Somalia. 

Women continue to be subjected to 
severe human rights violations simply 
because of their gender. Women in 
many parts of the world are unable to 
receive a basic education, earn a living, 
own or inherent property, or protect 
themselves against HIV/AIDS. Violence 
against women continues to be a ter-
rible problem in all corners of the 
globe. 

In the Mexican cities of Juarez and 
Chihuahua, over 400 women have been 
killed since 1993. In Guatemala over 
2,500 women and girls have been mur-
dered since 2001. 

Women are still stoned to death and 
killed by members of their family in 
the name of honor. In 2002 at least 270 
women were murdered in ‘‘honor 
killings’’ in the Punjab Province of 
Pakistan alone. 

Domestic violence continues to hurt 
and kill women at alarming rates. In 
Russia 70 percent of married women 
have been hurt in one form or another 
of violence from their husbands. 

CEDAW is an important tool in com-
bating discrimination and human 
rights abuses against women around 
the world. It seeks to ensure that 
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